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Freeport,  Illinois  -  An  ABC  Marker  of  Over  85,000  People 
A    Consolidation    of    Newspapers    Established    in     1847 

July  23,  1957 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Enclosed  is  a  folder  I  received  the  other  day  on  our 
Freeport  celebration  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate 
Centennial  to  be  held  in  195>8. 

I  expect  to  be  in  Fort  Wayne  around  the  l£th  or  16th 
of  August  and,  if  you  are  available,  would  like  to 
stop  in  and  see  you. 

It  would  help  if  you  would  bear  in  mind  that  we  are 
primarily  searching  for  material  relating  to  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  debate  in  Freeport.  I  know  you  are 
more  capable  than  I  of  suggesting  what  we  could  use, 
should  it  not  bear  on  the  debate  but  still  be  of 
national  interest. 

Probably  we  can  do  better  by  talking  it  over. 

Sincerely, 

JUS. 


C.  W.   Taylor 
Advertising  Director 
FREEPORT  JOURNAL-STANDARD 

CWT:mr 


enc. 


July  26,  1957 


Mr,  C.  W.  Taylor, 
Advertising  Director 

Fr©ep_prt  JournaI»Standard 
Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Taylor: 

I  have  your  letter  of  July  23,  195? »  regarding  your 
1958  Freeport  Debate  Centennial .  I  have  read  the  folder  with 

a  great  deal  of  interest. 

I  would  be  delighted  to  talk  with  you  around  the 
15th  or  16th  of  August.  I  believe  I  will  be  here,  however,  those 

dates  ars  quite  near  a  vacation  period  that  I  have  planned. 


If  I  cannot  be  here  1  will  let  you  know. 

I  sincerely  hop©  our  Foundation  can  be  of  some   help 
to  you  in  your  centennial  observance. 

i'ours  sincerely. 


ROM: mm  R.  Gerald  McKurtry 


Freeport,  Illinois  —  An  ABC  Market  of  Over  85,000  People 
A    Consolidation    of    Newspapers    Established    in     1847 

August  28,  1957 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

The  enclosed  tear  sheets  are   latest  developments  of 
the  Lincoln-Douglas  centennial. 

Thank  you  for  the  reception  you  gave  me  at  your  office. 
I  am  only  sorry  I  couldn't  linger  and  look  at  the  mate- 
rial you  have.  Our  local  library  has  a  copy  of  Sparks1 
Illinois  Historical  Collections,  Volume  3«  It  is 
indeed  interesting  reading  after  so  many  years. 

We  will  follow  up,  (directly  thru  the  Stephenson  County 
Historical  Society),  the  contact  of  the  other  six  cities 
and  your  general  agent  in  Peoria. 

In  the  meantime,  many  thanks  for  your  courtesies. 

Sincerely, 

C.  W.  Taylor 
Advertising  Director 
FREEPORT  JOURNAL-STANDARD 

CWT:rar 

enc.  tear  sheets  Aug.  23-28. 
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Grounded    1944 

Museum  at  1440  S.  Carroll  Avenue 

FREEPORT,    ILLINOIS 

September  20,  1957 


Please  reply  to 
17  N.  State  Ave 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

No  doubt  you  have  heard  from  Mr.  E.  R.  Small, 
your  Illinois  agent,  regarding  our  letter  asking  for  an 
exhibit  to  be  provided  by  your  Lincoln  Foundation  for  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  Centennial  to  be  held  in  Freeport 
next  August. 

We  are  wondering  what  decision,  if  any,  has 
been  made  regarding  financial  assistance  the  Foundation 
or  the  Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Company  could  provide  for 
this  task.   We  are  also  wondering  what  you  thought  of  the 
brochure  suggestion  contained  in  our  letter.   We  don't 
want  you  to  think  we  are  pressing  you,  but  we  must  see 
where  we  stand  financially  quite  early  in  order  to  go  for- 
ward with  plans  we  have. 

We  are  not  heavily  endowed  and  depend  in  this 
case  on  what  funds  we  can  secure  from  The  Lincoln-Douglas 
Society  budget,  which  limits  us  to  very  small  plans  so 
far.  Anything  you  can  do  to  enlighten  us  on  your  decision 
would  be  greatly  appreciated. 


Yours  very  truly, 


MB:W 


Q'VuM^vJ  id^L^kJ 


Chairman 

Lincoln-Douglas  Debate 
Centennial  Committee 


September  2k,   1957 


Mr.  Milton  Babcock 
17  North  State  Avenue 
Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Babcock: 

I  have  your  letter  of  September  20  and  I  note  with  interest  that  you  are 
still  making  plans  for  the  Centennial  of  the  Libfjbln-Douglas  Debate  which 
was  held  in  Freeport  in  August  of  1858.  During  the  last  week  or  so  I 
have  received  several  letters  from  Mr.  E.  R.  Small  our  Peoria,  Illinois 
agent.  Mr.  Small  as  you  likely  know  is  quite  Interested  in  the  Knox  Col- 
lege -Galesburg  celebration  of  the  Douglas  Debate  with  Lincoln  and  we  are 
working  with  him  on  this  project.  We  are  also  interested  in  the  Freeport 
Centennial  and  I  can  assure  you  that  our  Foundation  will  be  glad  to  pro- 
vide you  with  an  exhibit.  I  do  not  yet  know  what  form  this  exhibit  will 
take  but  we  are  making  plans  for  a  permanent  exhibit  which  can  be  used  in 
the  seven  Debate  cities  of  Illinois  during  the  year  of  1958  covering  the 
Debate. 

I  am  not  the  one  to  entertain  or  turn  down  applications  for  financial 
assistance  such  as  you  have  suggested  might  be  appropriate  for  the  Freeport 
Centennial.  However  I  do  know  the  Company's  policy  in  regard  to  this  and 
I  also  know  that  already  the  Company  has  turned  down  several  applications 
of  this  kind  from  Illinois  cities  who  are  making  plans  for  Centennial  ob- 
servaSwa&e-.  You  can  realize  full  well  that  if  we  made  a  contribution  to 
Freeport  that  we  would  be  under  obligation  to  make  similar  contributions 
to  six  other  Debate  cities.  The  President  of  The  Lincoln  National  Life  In- 
surance Company  has  offered  my  services  along  with  an  exhibit  to  any  city 
that  might  invite  me  to  take  part  in  a  Centennial  celebration.  That  in  it- 
self will  entail  considerable  cost. 

I  hope  that  you  will  not  be  too  disappointed  in  my  comments  regarding 
financial  assistance.  Perhaps  you  might  want  to  take  this  matter  uj-  di- 
rectly with  the  executives  of  our  Company. 

Wishing  you  a  lot  of  success  in  your  plans  for  your  Debate  Centennial  I  re- 
main 


Yours  Sincere!, 


V  i 


RCJMcMurtry:pj  Director 
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Museum  at  1440  S.  Carroll  Avenue 
FREEPORT,    ILLINOIS 

September  27,  1957 


Office  of  VV.O.  MENGE 

Please  reply  to 
17  N.  State  Ave. 


Mr,  Walter  0.  Menge,  President, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 

Dear  Mr.  Menge: 

You  are  no  doubt  aware  of  the  plans  for  cele- 
bration of  the  Centennial  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate 
in  Freeport  next  August. 

A  celebration  of  such  national  scope  needs  some 
degree  of  financial  support  that  is  national  in  scope, 
since  we  are  not  too  heavily  endowed  with  funds  for  an  ef- 
fort of  this  size. 

We  know  that  your  company  is  interested  in  any 
effort  to  commemorate  Lincoln.   Should  you  find  it  possible 
to  underwrite  part  of  the  cost  of  our  Freeport  commemora- 
tion, we  are  sure  you  would  receive  most  favorable  publici- 
ty here. 

Your  Dr.  McMurtry  can  tell  you  about  the  things 
we  plan  to  do  that  require  more  funds  than  we  can  obtain 
from  The  Lincoln-Douglas  Society  here. 

Any  consideration  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Chairman,  Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate  Centennial  Committee 


October  1,  1957 


Mr.  Milton  Bahcock,  Chairman 
Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  Centennial  Committee 
17  N.  State  Avenue 
Freeport ,  Illinois 

Pear  Mr.  Babcock: 

Mr.  Menge  has  given  me  your  letter  of  September  27, 
for  which  we  tha^k  you.  Ve  are  quite  interested  in  what  you 
are  doing  and  would  like  to  lend  encouragement  to  your  efforts. 

'  e  do  not  have  funds  from  vhiefa  a  direct  grant  could 
be  made  bat  we  have  talked  with  Dr.  R.  Gerald  ycMurtry,  Director 
of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,  and  he  tells  us  that 
Lincoln  material  could  be  ussenbied  and  forwarded  for  display 
purposes  at  the  time  of  your  celebration.  Ve  also  know  that 
Dr.  M^tfurtry  would  be  willing  to  try  to  adjust  Ms  schedule  so 
that  he  could  be  in  Freeport  during  some  part  of  the  program 
which  you  are  planning. 

If  you  would  be  interested  in  display  material  or  a 
visit  from  Dr.  Mc?4urtry  or  both  we  would  suggest  that  you  com- 
municate directly  with  him  and  the  two  of  you  can  complete  such 
arrangements  as  are  deemed  appropriate. 

Assuring  you  of  our  good  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 


Second  Vice  President 
and  General  Counsel 

AC3:hh 


June  12,  1953 

Mr.  C.  W.  Taylor, 
Advertising  Director 
Freeport  Journal-Standard 

Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Taylor: 

Our  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  exhibit  is  taking  shape.  It  will 
measure  ten  feet  wide  and  six  feet  seven  inches  tall.  Douglas  and  Lincoln 
will  be  dfcpxclGd  in  life  size  photographs.  There  will  be  a  rostrum  attached 
to  th©  exhibit  on  which  will  rest  a  large  book.  In  this  book  there  will 

be  pamphlets,  bulletins,  pictures,  prints,  photographs  and  Bi&nuscripts. 

We  expect  to  place  the  exhibit  here  in  Fort  Wayne  in  a  downtown 

bank  during  the  month  of  July.  In  August  will  send  it  to  Freeport.  We 
hope  to  exhibit  the  display  in  Charleston  in  September  and  send  it  to 
Galesburg  in  October. 

Will  your  Stephenson  County  Historical  Society  have  room  for 
such  a  large  exhibit?  Would  not  it  attract  more  attention  in  a  downtown 
bank? 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  regarding  this  matter,  I  regain 

lours  sincerely, 


RQM:mRi  R.  Gerald  KcMurtry 


\y 


FREEPORT 


Freeport,   Illinois  — An  ABC  Market  of  Over  85,000  People 
A  Consolidation  of  Newspapers  Established   in    1847 

June  16,  1958 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  regarding  the  Lincoln-Douglas 
exhibit. 

We  will  have  room  for  the  exhibit  in  the  Historical 
Society  rooms.     There  will  be  a  lot  of  other  interest- 
ing special  exhibits  -  dioramas,   etc.  -  which  will  draw 
quite  a  bit  of  traffic  there. 

The  local  Historical  Society  is  Park  Board  property  and 
has  Historical  Park  markers  on  our  state  highways. 
Neither  bank  lobby  would  hold  the  exhibit;  the  only 
other  place  would  be  the  Public  Library.     When  you  see 
the  Historical  Society  Home,  you  will  like  it,  we  feel 
sure. 

We  will  be  looking  for  the  exhibit. ♦.address  it  to 
Caretaker^Stephenson  County  Historical  Society ...Xtomm**** 
lUil)  Sou-ffi  Carroll  Avenue,  Freeport. 

Also,  when  it  is  mailed,  will  you  please  notify  the 
secretary  of  the  Society,  Miss  Ruth  Winn,   17  North  State 
Street,  Freeport. 


Sincerely, 


C.  W.  Taylor 
Advertising  Director 

FREEPORT  JOURNAL -STANDARD 

CWT:mr 


President 
Alexander  Summers,  Mattoon 


Secretary-  Jreasurer 
Clyde  C.  Walton,  Springfield 


ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

CENTENNIAL  BUILDING  1  SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 

June    22,    1958 


Mr.    R.    Gerald   McMurtry,    Director, 
The    Lincoln   National  Life   Foundation 
Port   'ni/ayne,    Indiana 


Vice-Presidents 

Marvin  H.  Lyon,  Jr.,  Moline 

Senior  Vice-President 
Charles  Chaplin,  Northfield 
David  Davis,  Bloomington 
Wasson  W.  Lawrence,  Fairfield 
Herman  G.  Nelson,  Rockford 
Ralph  G.  Newman,  Oak  Park 
Philip  D.  Sang,  River  Forest 
Robert  M.  Sutton,  Urbana 

Directors 

(Terms  Expiring  in  1958) 
Ray  Billington,  Evanston 
Philip  L.  Keister,  Freeport 
Marvin  H.  Lyon,  Jr.,  Moline 
C.  P.  McClelland,  Jacksonville 
John  G.  Oien,  Chicago 

(Terms  Expiring  in  1959) 
Fred  D.  Evers,  Elmhurst 
Mrs.  William  Henry,  Jr.,  Cambridge 
Mrs.  Foreman  M.  Lebold,  Chicago 
William  A.  Pitkin,  Carbondale 
Glenn  H.  Seymour,  Charleston 

(Terms  Expiring  in  I960) 
Louis  E.  Aaron,  Harrisburg 
Robert  G.  Bone,  Normal 
Richard  S.  Hagen,  Galena 
Mrs.  Doris  P.  Leonard,  Princeton 
Gilbert  G.  Twiss,  Chicago 

Past  Presidents  (living) 

James  A.  James,  Evanston 
Jewell  F.  Stevens,  Chicago 
Wayne  C.  Townley,  Bloomington 
Ernest  E.  East,  Springfield 
Irving  Dilliard,  Collinsville 
Elmer  E.  Abrahamson,  Chicago 
C.  P.  McClelland,  Jacksonville 
Philip  L.  Keister,  Freeport 
J.  Ward  Barnes,  Eldorado 
Arthur  Bestor,  Champaign 
John  W.  Allen,  Carbondale 
Ralph  E.  Francis,  Kankakee 


Dear  Mr.    McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your   letter   of    June 
12  in   regard  to    the    Lincoln  and   Douglas    exhibit 
which  you  have    so    graciously    offered   to    loan 
for  the   celebration   of  the    Charleston  debate. 

I    am   forwarding  your   letter   to 
Dr.    <Juincy  Doudna,   president    of   Eastern   Illinois 
University  at    Charleston.    As  co-chairman  of  the 
program  committee,   he  will   be  able  to   give  you 
a   definite   answer.    Of  course,    I  will   urge  him  to 
take  advantage    of  your    generous   offer. 

I   am  sure  Dr.   Doudna  will 
you  within   the  next   few  days . 


Alex  Summers 

108  Westview  Place 

Mattoon,    Illinois 


cc/Dr.    Doudna 


«*§- 


.&»> 


Spring  Jour,  "May  17-18,  Cairo  i  Annual 'Meeting,  October  4-5,  Qalesburg 


June  26,   I95S 


Mr.  C.  V.  Taylor 
Freeport  Journal-Standard 
Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Taylor: 

X  have  your  letter  of  June  16  and  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  have  room 
for  our  large  exhibit  in  your  Historical  Society  at  Freeport. 

On  Tuesday  of  next  week  ve  are  going  to  place  this  exhibit  In  the  Lincoln 
national  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Fort  Wayne.  It  will  perhaps  be 
exhibited  there  during  the  month  of  July. 

We  will,  however,  get  it  to  you  in  plenty  of  time  for  exhibit  purposes 
in  your  city. 

I  am  not  sure  yet  whether  or  not  I  will  come  to  the  Freeport  celebration. 
If  X  should  come,  I  will  bring  with  me  what  is  perhaps  the  most  complete 
collection  of  the  different  editions  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debases,  I 
think  that  this  collection  of  different  editions  will  make  a  most 
interesting  exhibit  in  a  showcase  in  your  Historical  Museum. 

I  will  keep  in  touch  with  you  from  time  to  time  concerning  this  project. 

Tours  sincerely, 


RGMcMurtry:Jy  Director 


July  U,  1958 


Mr.  C.  W«  Taylor 
Advertising  Director 
Free  port  Journals-Standard 
Free port,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr*  Taylors 

I  enclose  a  photograph  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate 
Exhibit  which  we  will  ship  to  Freeport  the  first  of  August* 

Tours  sincerely, 


R#  Gerald  McMirtry 


RGM?hw 
enc.  1 


HONORARY  COMMITTEE 
Gov.  W.  G.  Stratton,  Chairman 
Hon.  Paul  H.  Douglas 
Hon.  Everett  M.  Dirksen 
Hon.  Leo  Allen 
Hon.  Marvin  F.  Burt 
Hon.  John  Morris 
Hon.  Harold  Widmer 
Hon.  George  Brydia 
Hon.  Glen  Kunkle 


THE 

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 


113-115  West  Stephenson 
FREEPORT,  ILLINOIS 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Robert  J.  Schmelzle,  President 
John  Resh,  Vice  President 
Norman  Sleezer,  Treasurer 
Robert  Chapman 
Mrs.  Bvron  O.  Cully 
Ray  M.  Kendle 
Mrs.  Carl  H.  Neyhart 
Thomas  R.  Pfisterer 
Mrs.  Robert  M.  Seeley 
B.  Curtis  Taylor 
Richard  Wahler,  Jr. 


•July  17,  1953 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director,  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  7/ayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

In  1957  we  had  correspondence  with  you  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Centennial  Observance  of  the  Freeport 
debate.  kt   that  time  you  indicated  your  intention 
of  being  present. 


Our  plans  for  the  commemorative  day  of  the  Centennial, 
Wednesday,  August  27,  have  now  been  perfected.   We  are 
enclosing  a  detailed  schedule  in  the  hope  that  you 
will  be  able  to  arrange  your  time  for  full  participa- 
tion therein. 

mhe  parade  is  admittedly  at  an  early  hour  but  the  day 
is,  as  .you  will  note,  crowded.   We  assume  that  it  would 
be  much  more  convenient  for  you  to  spend  Tuesday  night 
in  Freeport.   In  the  event  you  intend  to  spend  Tuesday 
night  with  us  or  Wednesday  night,  or  both,  we  would  ap- 
preciate your  advice  as  to  what  accommodations  you  de- 
sire. 

Will  you  kindly  let  us  hear  from  you  with  reference  to 
these  matters  at  your  convenience? 

Very  truly  yours, 

THE  LINCOLN- DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 


RJS:lk 


rimelzle, 
si dent 


"Here  was  sounded  the  keynote  of  a  struggle,  which 

after  convulsing  the  nation,  made  it  united  and  free" 

Theodore  Roosevelt  in  Freeport,  June  3, 1903 
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July  21,  1958 


Mr.  Robert  J,  Schmelyle,  President 
The  Lincoln-Douglas  Society 
113-115  West  Stephenson 
Freeport,   Illinois 

Dear  Mr,  Schmelyle! 

I  have  your  letter  of  July  17th,  and  I  will  make  definite  plans 
to  attend  the  Freeport  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  Centennial  on  Wednesday, 
August  27th. 

Will  you  please  make  hotel  reservations  for  me  (single  room  and 
bath)  for  Tuesday,  August  26th  and  Wednesday,  August  27th.  I  will  plan  to 
return  to  Fort  Wayne  on  Thursday,  August  28th. 

Many  thanks  for  sending  me  a  tenative  program. 

I  have  been  reading  in  the  newspapers  of  your  centennial  efforts. 
X  have  noted  with  interest  that  the  Hon.  Arthur  E.  Summerfield,  Post  Master 
General  of  the  United  States  will  be  present.  According  to  one  newspaper 
account  Mr.  Summerfield  will  bring  with  him  for  distribution  fifteen  especially 
made  albums  of  the  new  Lincoln-Douglas  postage  stamp,  I  am  wondering  if 
the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  might  not  receive  one  of  these  albums 
for  its  stamp  collection. 

I  will  ship  our  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  exhibit  to  the  Caretaker, 

Stephenson  County  Historical  Society  Museum,  L&4-0  South  Carroll  Avenue, 
Freeport,  Illinois,  around  August  1st* 

I  will  bring  with  me  the  most  complete  collections  of  the  different 
editions  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates  that  has  ever  been  assembled.  These 
X  will  place  on  exhibit  in  the  Stephenson  County  Historical  Society  Museum 
while  I  am  in  Freeport. 

I  enclose  a  photograph  of  the  exhibit.  It  measures  10  feet  wide 
and  6  feet  seven  inches  tall.  The  figures  are  actually  life  size. 


Mr.  Robert  J.  Schmelyle,  President    -2- 


July  21,  1958 


for  roe. 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  offering  to  secure  hotel  reservations 


Yours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


RGM:hv 
enc»  1 


July  21,  1958 


Mr.  C.  W.  Taylor 
Advertising  Director 
Free port  Journal-Standard 
Free port,  Illinoie 

Dear  Mr.  Taylor? 

I  am  making  definite  plans  to  visit  Freeport  on  August  26th 
end  27th«  I  have  already  made  arrangements  about  hotel  reservations.  I 
am  looking  forward  to  this  occasion  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

I  have  been  following  newspaper  accounts  concerning  the  proposed 
visit  of  the  lion.  Arthur  E.  Summer fie Id,  Post  Master  General  of  the  United 
States,  to  Free port  on  August  27th. 

One  account  stated  that  he  was  bringing  fifteen  especially 
made  stamp  albums  containing  the  new  Lincoln-Douglas  stamp  with  him  for 
distribution.  I  an  wondering  if  it  could  be  arranged  for  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation  to  receive  one  of  the  albums. 

Our  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  exhibit  is  attracting  a  lot  of  attention 
in  Fort  Wayne.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  favorably  received  in  the  Stephenson 
County  Historical  Society. 

Sincerely  yours, 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGMihw 


HONORARY  COMMITTEE 
Gov.  W.  G.  Stratton,  Chairman 
Hon.  Paul  H.  Douglas 
Hon.  Everett  M.  Dirksen 
Hon.  Leo  Allen 
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Ray  M.  Kendle 
Mrs.  Carl  H.  Neyhart 
Thomas  R.  Pfisterer 
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THE 

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 


f*l 


113-115  West  Stephenson 
FREEPORT,  ILLINOIS 

July  22,    1958 


Mr.  5.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fo r t  Wa y  r e ,  Ind  i  a  n a 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 


We  were  most  pleased  to  have  your  letter  of  July  21 
and  hav-  arranged  for  hotel  aceommc   v ions  as  per  the 
enclosed.   The  official  program  is  enclosed. 

We  assure  you  that  we  will  do  our  "best  to  have  you 
listed.  among  those  to  whom  the  Postmaster  General  will 
pr  e  s  ent  s  t  a  np  a lbu m s . 

Your  proposed  museum  display  sounds  wonderful  arc  we 
look  f orward  with  great  interest  to  seeing  this. 

We  shall  k=ep  in  touch  with  you,  but  in  the  meantime 
ask  that  when  you  arrive  in  Freeport  that   you   register 
at  Centennial  Headquarters. 


VQry  truly  yours, 

THE  LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 


Rober 
Pre s id ent 


me  j_z±e 


RJS: jsm 

Enc  1 .    1 


M 


"Here  was  sounded  the  keynote  of  a  struggle,  which 

after  convulsing  the  nation,  made  it  united  and  free" 

Theodore  Roosevelt  in  Freeport,  June  3, 1903 


THE  LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 
FREEPORT,   ILLINOIS 


C  O  PY 


July  22,  1958 


Hotel  Freeport 
Free  port 
Illinois 

GBntlemen: 

Will  you  kindly  reserve,  from  our  block  of  rooms,  a 
single  room  and  bath  for  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  August  26 
and  August  27,  for  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  The  Lincoln 
National  Ll^e  Foundation,  Fort  I^ayne,  Indiana.  Please 
send  Mr.  McMurtry  a  confirmation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

THE  LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 


Robert  J.  Schmelzle 
President 

RJS : J sm 

CC:  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


Telephone 


AOams  2-5011 


DR.  JOHN    W.   BARRETT 

OPTOMETRIST 

7  East  Stephenson  Street 

FREEPORT,    ILLINOIS 


July  24th,  1958 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Our  Freeport  Rotary  Olub  is  anxious  to  start  out 
our  Lincoln- Doug las  Centennial  Week  on  Monday  with 
a  speaker  who  can  talk  to  us  on  some  of  the  interest- 
ing phases  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  life. 

When  I  learned  from  Miss  Ruth  Winn  of  our  Stephenson 
County  Historical  Society  that  you  will  be  here  with 
us  in  Freeport  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  that  week 
I  was  prompted  to  ask  you  if  it  would  be  possible 
for  you  to  come  a  day  earlier  and  meet  with  our 
Rotary  Club  of  some  120  members  at  noon  on  Monday. 

I  feel  you  would  be  able  to  tell  us  in  a  half  hour 
(12:^0  to  1:20  P.  M»)  many  most  interesting  items 
concerning  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Will  you  please  give  this  matter  your  careful  consider- 
ation and  may  I  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  convenient. 


Sincerely 


JWB:s 


Chai 


Rotary  Program  Committee 


FREEPOPT 


Freeport,   Illinois  —  An  ABC  Market  of  Over  85,000   People 
A  Consolidation  of  Newspapers  Established   in    1847 

July  28,  1958 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McJfartry 

Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Upon  ray  return  from  vacation  this  morning,  I  find  your 
letter  regarding  the  stamp  album. 

Miss  Winn  informs  me  that  Attorney  Schmelzle  wrote  you 
indicating  he  would  try  to  get  you  one.  If  anyone  can 
do  so,  he  should  be  able  to  as  he,  (along  with  his  partner, 
Robert  Eckert),  has  been  the  le  ading  light  in  promoting 
the  Lincoln-Douglas  Centennial  celebration. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  your  visit. 


Sincerely, 


C.  W.  Taylor 
Advertising  Director 
FREEPORT  JOURNAL-STANDARD 

CWT:mr 


July  23,  195^ 


Mr.  John  W.  Barrett ,  Chairman 
Rotary  Program  Committee 
7  B«  Stephenson  Street 
Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Barrett: 

I  have  your  letter  of  July  24-,  inviting  me  to  speak  before  your 
Rotary  Club  on  Monday,  August  25th. 

I  will  accept  your  invitation,  however,  it  will  considerably 
lengthen  my  stay  in  Freeport.  I  had  intended  to  leave  Fort  wayne  Tuesday 
afternoon  on  August  2oth  and  spend  Tuesday  night,  and  all  day  Wednesday 
there,  and  then  return  home  on  Thursday.  Now  tnat  I  have  accepted  your 
invitation  T  will  have  to  leave  Fort  Wayne  on  Sunday,  AuguEt  24-th  at  1:03  p.m. 
and  I  will  arrive  at  Freeport  about  8:15  p.m.  the  same  day. 

I  have  a  reservation  at  the  Hotel  Freeport  for  Tuesday,  August  26th 
and  Wednesday,  August  27th,  Will  you  have  the  Motel  Freeport  make  a  reser- 
vation for  me  for  Sunday  (late  arrival)  August  24-th  and  Monday,  August  25th 

also. 

I  roust  insist  on  having  thirty  minutes  alloted  for  my  speecn.  It 
takes  just  that  amount  of  time  for  me  to  fully  develop  my  theme. 

My  speech  will  be  entitled  "The  Why  and  The  How  of  Abraham  Lincoln", 
I  enclose  some  publicity  material  along  with  photographs. 

Looking  forward  to  meeting  you  personally  and  to  the  Rotary  Club 
event,  I  remain 

lours  sincerely, 


RGMshw  R.  Gerald  McKurtry 

t>  cj   «  c  arges  will  be  made  for  traveling  expenses  or  honarorium. 

r.  b.   NO   n 


July  28,  1958 


Miss  itath  Winn*  Secretary 
■Stephenson  County  Historical  Society 
17  North  Stat©  Street 
Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Miss  Winns 

On  the  first  day  of  August  we  are  shipping  to  the  Stephenson 

County  Historical  Society  Museum  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Exhibit. 

It  will  arrive  is  especially  mad®  wooden  boxes  which  are  to  be 
retained  for  the  nest  shipment.  Great  care  has  gone  into  the  packing  of 
the  exhibit  so  that  it  will  not  be  damaged  in  shipment*  Great  care  should 
also  be  used  in  assembling  the  exhibit.  It  is  quite  large.  It  measures 
10'  x  6'  7W*  The  exhibit  is  put  together  with  thumb  screws,  A  small  hole 
has  been  out  into  the  rostrum  so  that  screws  can  be  attached  from  inside 
without  being  seen  on  the  outside. 

The  exhibitf  will  be  shipped  hj  express  prepaid. 

Tour  Society  is  to  supervise  the  exhibit  of  the  display  for  the 
entire  month  of  August*  Or  September  1,  it  is  to  be  shipped  afe  our  expense 
to  the  Charleston  national  Bank,  Charleston,  Illinois.  Please  find  address 

labels  enclosed. 

Please  bill  us  for  shipping  costs  from  Freeport  to  Charleston. 

I  will  be  in  Freeport  during  the  centennial  celebration  and  I 
will  visit  your  Miseum  to  see  this  and  other  exhibits. 

Yours  sincerely, 


:,  Gerald  McMurtry 


RGM:hw 
enc.  4 


Telephone! 


5) 


ADams  2-5011 


DR.  JOHN   W.   BARRETT 

OPTOMETRIST 

7  East  Stephenson  Street 

FREEPORT,    ILLINOIS 


July  29th,  1958 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  good  letter  and  prompt  reply 
to  my  request  for  you  to  speak  at  our  Rotary  Club 
meeting  on  Monday,  August  25th. 

This  morning,  after  having  read  your  letter,  I 
received  a  communication  from  our  Centennial 
chairman  to  the  effect  that  he  had  made  a  tenative 
arrangement  for  a  speaker  for  our  Rotary  club  on 
that  date.  He  didn't  know  that  I  had  written  you. 

Right  then  and  there  we  two  and  some  of  the  members 
of  our  Rotary  committee  had  a  huddle.  I  asked  each 
one  to  read  your  letter. 

The  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  group  was  that  as 
long  as  we  can  have  another  speaker  for  Rotary  on 
Monday  we  should  not  ask  you  to  lengthen  yourstay 
in  Freeport  as  would  be  necessary  if  you  were  to 
address  the  Rotary  club  and  that  you  will  be  doing 
enough  for  us  in  Freeport  if  you  can  spend  Tuesday 
night  and  all  day  Wednesday  with  us.  We  don't  want 
to  impose  on  your  generosity  and  ask  too  much  of  you, 

The  material  which  you  sent  me  I  am  placing  in  Miss 
Winn's  hands  for  her  to  use  as  she  sees  fit. 


Thank  you  for  your  kind  consideration  of  my  request 
with  respect  to  Rotary  and  I  hope  I  can  have  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  you  when  you  are  in  Freeport  for 
our  Centennial  celebration.  I  am  taking  the  liberty 
of  not  making  a  reservation  for  you  at  the  hotel  for 
Sunday  night  and  for  Monday. 


Yours  very  sincerely, 


Chairman, 


August  6,  1958 


Dr.  John  W«  Barrett 

7  East  Stephenson  Street 

Freeporb,  Illinois 

Dear  Dr.  Barrett} 

I  have  your  letter  of  July  29  regarding  your  speaker  for  your  Rotary  Club 
Meeting  on  Monday,  August  25th, 

X  am  glad  that  you  have  teen  able  to  arrange  for  another  speaker  for  your 
club  on  the  above  mentioned  date,  t  would  have  teen  delighted  to  have  made 
an  appearance  before  your  group  and  X  find  that  X  now  regret  somewhat  that 
other  arrangements  were  made  i3&  regard  to  filling  this  date,  I  did  not 
want  to  imply  in  my  first  letter  to  you  that  I  thought  you  were  imposing 
on  my  generosity  or  that  you  were  asking  too  much  of  me.  Perhaps  I  should 
not  have  gone  into  so  much  detail  regarding  the  time  X  would  have  to  spend 
in  your  city, 

X  do  sincerely  hope  that  you  have  teen  able  to  secure  a  good  speaker  and  that 
all  will  go  well  for  your  meeting  on  Monday,  August  25th, 

X  too  hope  that  X  wiU  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  you  personally  while  X  am 

in  Freeport  the  latter  part  of  this  month, 

Thanking  you  for  your  letter,  X  remain, 

Yours  sincerely, 


RGMeMurfcyijy  Director 


August  11,  195S 


Lincoln-Douglas  Society 
229  West  Stephenson  Street 
Freeport,  Illinois 

Gentlemen: 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  acKurtry  will  be  pleased  to  attend  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  Society  dinner  in  honor  of  the  Governor  and  Krs. 
William  G.  Stratton  on  Tuesday,  August  26th  at  seven  o'clock  at 
Hotel  Freeport. 

Enclosed  please  find  $,5»0C  in  cash  to  cover  his  reser- 
vation . 

Sincerely  yours. 


(Hiss)  >&rgaret  Koellering 
Secretary  to  Dr.  McMurtry 


STflinson  couniy  hismical  sod 


Grounded   1Q44 

Museum  at  1440  S.  Carroll  Avenue 

FREEPORT,    ILLINOIS 

August  12,  1958 


Please  rep}.y  to 
17  N.  State  Ave 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry, 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  July  28, 
the  Lincoln-Douglas  exhibit  arrived  in  good 
condition  and  has  been  set  up  in  our  Museum. 
It  is,  indeed,  most  interesting,  and  I  am  sure 
it  will  attract  much  attention. 

As  requested,  we  shall  ship  it  on  to 
Charleston,  Illinois,  September  1  and  bill  you 
for  the  shipping  costs. 

We  have  arranged  for  insurance  on  all 
our  exhibits  and  we  should  like  to  know  what 
valuation  you  place  on  the  exhibit,  so  that  we 
may  have  it  properly  covered. 


Your 


epy   truly,   / 


President 

Stephenson  County  Historical  Society 


JOHN  W.   BARRETT,  O. 

OPTOMETRIST 

7X2E&  EAST  STEPHENSON  STREET 
FREEPORT,    ILLINOIS 


August  13th,  1958 


Mr.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

It  is  unfortunate  when  you  think  you  are  doing  a 
good  thing  and  it  doesn1 t  turn  out  that  way. 

When  the  program  committee  of  Eotary  and  of  the 
Centennial  met  with  me  and  read  your  letter  they 
felt  that  too  much  was  being  asked  of  you  to  have 
you  come  here  Sunday  in  order  to  meet  with  Eotary 
on  Monday  thus  making  you  add  Sunday  and  Monday 
in  Freeport  to  your  original  stay  of  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday.  This  would  mean  being  away  from 
Ft,  Wayne  Sunday  through  Thursday. 

They  considered  some  other  speaker,  if  available, 
should  be  asked  to  fill  in  Monday  at  Rotary  and 
for  this  alone.  The  Centennial  Committee, 
accordingly  has  arranged  for  a  speaker  from  down- 
state  to  come  up  Monday  and  talk  to  the  Eotary 
Club  on  Lincoln. 


Your  letter  didn't  give  the  impression  that  you 
thought  you  were  being  imposed  upon.  The  two 
committees  just  figured  your  train  connections 
and  the  time  you  would  be  away  from  Ft.  Wayne  and 
they  thought  it  was  just  too  much  to  ask  of  one 
man.  I  know  we  will  miss  a  fine  talk  at  Eotary. 

Eight  now  it  looks  like  I  may  even  have  to  miss 
the  Centennial.  Mrs.  Barrett  was  called  to 
Colorado  last  week  because  of  the  death  of  her 
sister.  She  expects  to  be  returning  part  way, 
close  to  Kansas  City,  with  her  mother  and  her 
sister's  husband.  As  her  mother  will  be  closing 
her  apartment  and  moving  out  to  Colorado  to  iron 
the  house  and  look  after  the  children  for  a  time 
I  expect  to  have  to  drive  down  there  to  meet  Mrs. 
Barrett  and  bring  some  of  her  mother' s  things  up 
here  to  keep  for  her. 


JOHN  W.   BARRETT,   O.   D. 

OPTOMETRIST 

12'/j   EAST  STEPHENSON  STREET 
FREEPORT,    ILLINOIS 


—  2  — 


The  trip  is  contemplated  for  the  week  before 
Labor  Day  in  order  to  miss  the  rush  of  traffic 
on  the  highways  over  that  week-end  and  get  the 
girls  back  in  time  for  school.     Unfortunately 
that  is  the  week  of  the  Centennial.     If  I  am 
here  I  will  try  to  meet  you. 

Your  offer  to  address  the  Botary  Club  on  the 
25th  is  very  much  appreciated  by  the  Club  and 
the  program  committee. 


Sincerely  yours, 


aA/JOuT 


man,  Eotary  Program  Committee 


HONORARY  COMMITTEE 
Gov.  W.  G.  Stratton,  Chairman 
Hon.  Paul  H.  Douglas 
Hon.  Everett  M.  Dirksen 
Hon.  Leo  Allen 
Hon.  Marvin  F.  Burt 
Hon.  John  Morris 
Hon.  Harold  Widmer 
Hon.  George  Brydia 
Hon.  Glen  Kunkle 


THE 

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 


113-115  West  Stephenson 
FREEPORT,  ILLINOIS 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Robert  J.  Schmelzle,  President 

John  Resh,  Vice  President 

Norman  Sleezer,  Treasurer 

Robert  Chapman 

Mrs.  Byron  O.  Cully 

Ray  M.  Kendle 

Mrs.  Carl  H.  Neyhart 

Thomas  R.  Pfisterer 

Mrs.  Robert  M.  Seeley 

B.  Curtis  Taylor 

Richard  Wahler,  Jr. 


August    15,     1958 


*e  Foundation 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Director,  She  Lincoln  Nat'l  ] 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

We  are  pleased  to  enclose  reviewing  stand 
credentials  and  instructions  in  connection 
with  your  visit  to  the  Freeport  Centennial. 
You  should  be  on  the  reviewing  stand  in  the 
morning  to  receive  the  album  of  stamps  from 
the  Postmaster  General. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  on  that  occa-- 
sion. 


Very  truly  yours, 

THE  LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 


Robert 
Pre  si 


melzle 


R JS : LX 
End. 


"Here  was  sounded  the  keynote  of  a  struggle,  which 

after  convulsing  the  nation,  made  it  united  and  free" 

Theodore  Roosevelt  in  Freeport,  June  3, 1903 


August  19?  1953 


Mr.  Robert  J,  Scfamelsle 
The  Lincoln-Douglas  Society 
113-115  West  Stephenson 
Free  port ,  111 Inois 

Dear  Mr0  Schmelsles 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  sending  me   reviewing  stand  credentials 
and  instructions  relative  to  sr.y  visit  to  your  city  next  week. 

I  an  indeed  most  happy  that  my  name   is  on  the  Postmaster  General's 
list  to  receive  an  album  of  stamps.  I  realize,  of  course,  that  you  ar® 
directly  responsible  for  this  and  I  greatly  appreciate  this  courtesy. 

Looking  forward  to  meeting  you  personally  next  week,  I  remain 

lour®  sincerely. 


E«  Gerald  M&Mortry 
RGMthw 


August  20,  1958 


Miss  Ruth  A.  Winn 

17  North  State  Avenue 

Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Miss  Winn: 

I  have  your  letter  of  August  12  and  I  am  delighted  to  learn  that  the 
Lincoln -Douglas  exhibit  arrived  in  Freeport  in  good  condition  and  that 
it  has  been  set  up  in  your  Museum  and  is  at  the  present  time  being  viewed 
by  your  visitors. 

In  your  letter  you  inquired  about  the  value  of  the  exhibit  in  order  that 
it  might  be  Insured.  I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  answer  your 
letter  immediately.  I  would  suggest  that  the  exhibit  be  insured  for  $350.00. 
I  doubt  very  much  if  we  could  produce  it  for  such  an  amount  but  I  believe 
that  that  would  cover  a  part  of  the  cost  if  it  should  be  destroyed. 

I  am  glad  that  you  are  prepared  to  ship  the  exhibit  to  Charleston,  Illinois 
on  September  1.  I  am  also  glad  that  you  are  going  to  send  us  a  bill  so  that 
we  can  reimburse  you  for  shipping  costs. 

I  will  be  in  Freeport  next  week  and  I  am  looking  forward  to  seeing  this 
exhibit  and  I  hope  that  I  will  have  the  privilege  of  meeting  you  personally. 

Yours  sincerely, 


BGMcMurtry:pj  Director 
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THE 

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  SOCIETY 


113-115  West  Stephenson 
FREEPORT,  ILLINOIS 


To  our  Honored  Guests; 


We  are  pleased  to  welcome  you  to  the  Centennial 
Commemoration  of  the  Freeport  Debate.       It  is  our  hope 
that  your  participation  in  this  Observance  of  one  of  the 
great  and  consequential  events  of  our  history  will  be  en- 
joyable,   rewarding  and  memorable. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  enclose  materials  and  information 
for  your  accommodation. 

1.  Guest  tickets  for  you  and  your  party  which  should 
be  retained  by  you  and  used  for  special  seating  and  admission 
privileges  as  follows: 

(a)  The  Parade  and  Postage  Stamp  Ceremony 
(Court  House  reviewing  stand)  Wednesday  morning,   Aug.    27. 

(b)  The  Ceremonies  of  Commemoration, 
(Boulder  Site  -  State  and  Douglas)  Wednesday  afternoon, 
August  27. 

(c)  The  Senatorial  Reception  (Veterans  Memorial 
Home)  Wednesday  afternoon,   August  27. 

2.  Tickets  for  you  and  your  party  for  the  luncheon 
for  historians  and  Civil  War  scholars. 

You  are  urged  to  attend  the  coffee  for  distinguished 
visitors  at  the  Flower    Show  immediately  after  the  Postage 
Stamp  Ceremony  on  Wednesday.       The  Crystal  Room  of  the 
Masonic  Temple,   directly  across  the  street  from  Centennial 
Headquarters  will  be  open  all  day  on  Monday,    Tuesday,    and 
Wednesday,    and  maintained  as  a  "retreat"  for       our  special 
guests --a  place  where  you  may  retire  from  the  crowded  ex- 
citement of  the  streets  for  moments  of  rest  and  refreshment. 

A  hostess  desk  is  being  maintained  at  Centennial 
Headquarters,   Stephenson  and  Walnut,    for  your  a^dded  con- 
venience.    We  would  appreciate  your  registering  at  such  desk 
and  want  you  to  feel  free  to  make  inquiry  or  request  for  further 
assistance. 


The  Lincoln-Douglas  Society 


"Here  was  sounded  the  keynote  of  a  struggle,  which 

after  convulsing  the  nation,  made  it  united  and  free" 

Theodore  Roosevelt  in  Freeport,  June  3, 1903 


September  2,  1953 


Mr,  Robert  J.  Schmelzle,  President 
The  Lincoln-Douglas  Society 
113-115  West  Stephenson 
Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr,  Schmelzlet 

Again  I  want  to  express  to  you  my  congratulations  for  a 
wonderful  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  centennial  observance.  The  people  of 
Freeport  are  to  be  complimented  for  the  wonderful  work  that  went  into  the 
celebration.  There  was  evidence  of  care full  planning  in  every  detail  of 
the  celebration,  T  was  especially  impressed  with  the  appropriateness 
of  each  activity  with  the  absence  of  "hi- jinks"  and  cheap  advertising, 

I  think  every  one  who  attended  the  celebration  was  delighted.  I 
can  truthfully  say  that  it  was  for  me  a  nemorable  occasion. 

Last  but  not  least,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  placing  my  name  on 
the  list  to  receive  an  album  of  stamps  from  the  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
After  hearing  the  list  read  aloud  I  felt  a  little  presumptuous  to  be  included 
in  such  company.  Nevertheless  the  stamps  will  become  a  permanent  addition 
to  our  Foundation  collection. 

It  was  nice  making  your  personal  acquaintance  and  visiting  in 
your  home. 

Tours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGMshw 


September  2,  1958 


Mro  C.  W.  Taylor 
Advertising  Director 
Freeport  Journal-Standard 
Freeport,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr*  Taylors 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  sending  me   the  Aupust  27,  1958  issue 
of  the  Freeport  Journal-Standard, *  I  have  enjoyed  reading  this  newspaper 
and  of  course  this  centennial  issue  will  find  a  permanent  place  in  our  files. 

I  enjoyed  every  minute  I  was  in  Freeport,  It  was  really  a 
memorable  occasions 

I  was  particularily  pleased  to  have  a  chance  to  visit  with  you 

and  to  meet  Mrs*  Taylor* 

X  enjoyed  my  Freeport  visit  so  Bach  that  I  am  now  looking  forward 
to  the  Galesburg  centennial  observance. 

Sincerely  yours, 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGKlhif 


September  2,  1958 


Mr»  Alexander  Summers,  President 
Illinois  State  Historical  Society 
Mattoon?  Illinois 

Dear  Alexs 

Today  the  editor  of  our  company  bulletin  called  roe  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  I  would  have  available  a  photograph  of  the  staap 
album  presentation  at  Freeport.  I  told  the  editor  that  you  had  made 
such  a  photograph  and  that  I  hoped  to  get  it  very  soon«—if  it  turns  out  0.  K. 
Of  course  I  am  sure  that  photographically  speaking  it  will  be  0e  K« 

I  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  will  send  the  photograph 
at  your  earliest  convenience.  Of  course  you  know  I  will  be  very  glad  to 
pay  any  costs  connected  with  this  project* 

I  definitely  plan  to  be  in  Indianapolis  on  September  10th.  I  hope 
you  will  be  among  those  present o  If  not,  I  will  see  you  at  Galesburg. 

I  was  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  make  your  acquaintance. 

Sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  MeMurtry 
RGMshw 


The  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  Centennial 

Two  great  debates  stand  out  In  the  history  of  American  politics, 
the  Webster-Hayne  discussion  of  1830  and  the  Lincoln-Douglas  contest  of 
1858.  While  lacking  the  literary  merit  and  formal  presentation  of  the 
earlier  argument,  the  Linccln-Douglas  series,  judged  from  the  wide  public 
interest  it  created,  and  the  ultimate  political  movements  which  it  for- 
shadowed,  should  be  set  apart  as  the  most  important  verbal  battle  which 
has  ever  been  waged  on  the  American  continent* 

This  year  the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  Centennial  will  be  celebrated 
from  August  through  October  of  1958.  The  seven  debates  were  held  in  seven 
Illinois  towns  on  the  following  dates s 

Ottawa     -  August  21 

Freeport    -  August  27 

Jonesbor©   -  September  15 

Charleston  -  September  18 

Gales burg   -  October  7 

Quincy     -  October  13 

Alton      -  October  15 
The  Freeport  debate,  which  was  the  second  of  the  series,  is 
considered  the  most  important  of  the  entire  seven,  because  on  this  occasion 
Douglas  answered  a  question  put  to  him  by  Lincoln  regarding  slavery  in  the 
territories*  In  1857,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  had  declared  that 
Congress  did  not  have  the  right  to  pass  laws  concerning  slavery  in  the 
territories.  Lincoln  asked  Douglas  how  he  could  cupport  "popular  sovereignty" 
when  it  was  contrary  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Douglas  replied 


that  despite  the  verdict  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  people  of  a  territory- 
could  pass  laws  that  would  in  effect  bar  slavery  fro®  their  territory. 
This  reply  re-elected  Douglas  senator  in  1858  but  lost  him  the  support 
of  the  South,  thus  paving  the  way  for  Lincoln's  election  to  the  presidency 
in  1860. 


